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CONPIDENTIAL GETRGETOWN 0739 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, GY, UR 

SUBJECT: ELVIN MCDAVID'S APPOINTMENT AS AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOW 
ANNOUNCED 

REF: GEORGETOWN 0734 

1 . ALTER BEING RUMORED POR ALMOST A YEAR, THE APPOINTMENT OP 
ELVIN MCDAVID AS GUYANA'S PIRST AMBASSADOR TO THE SOVIET UNION 
WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED ON MARCH 6. MCDAVID HAD BEEN SERVING 
AS PERMANENT SECRETARY IN THE MINISTRY OP NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND EXECUTIVE SECRETARY IN THE OPPICE OF THE EXECUTIVE IN THE 
PEOPLE'S NATIONAL CONGRESS, THE RULING PARTY IN GUYANA. EMBASSY 
SOURCE HAS INPORMED US MCDAVID IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART 

POR MOSCOW ON MARCH 29. 

2. MCDAVID WAS BORN ON [Sensitive Information Removed Per NARA 08 DEC 2014] IN GEORGETOWN. ALTER 
ATTENDING LOCAL SCHOOLS HE RECEIVED A B.SC. (WITH HONORS) DEGREE 

IN POLICITIAL SCIENCE PROM BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY IN 
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ENGLAND IN 1970. HE WAS ACTIVE IN PNC PARTY AFPAIRS IN 
THE UK AND RETURNED TO GUYANA EVERY SUMMER TO WORK IN 
THE OPFICE OP THE PRIME MUSTER. ALTER GRADUATING AND 
RETURNING TO GUYANA, MCDAVID BECAME SPECIAL POLITICAL 
ASSISTANT TO THE PM AND WAS IN CHARGE OP A PROGRAM TO 
REPATRIATE SKILLED GUYANESE. PROM AUGUST 1971 TO JULY OP 
1972 MCDAVID WAS MINISTER OP INPORMATION. IT IS BELIEVED 
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THAT HE LOST HIS PORTFOLIO BECAUSE OF HIS POOR ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE ABILITIES. MCDAVID THEN BECAME AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
OF THE PNC AND HELPED TO ORGANIZE THE GUYANA NATIONAL 
SERVICE. 

3. HE WAS THE PNC DELEGATE TO THE WORLD PEACE 

COUNCIL MEETINGS IN MOSCOW (JANUARY 1977) AND WARSAW (MAY 
1977). MCDAVID HAS ALSO TRAVELED TO BULGARIA, FINLAND, 

CUBA, NORTH KOREA, JAMAICA AND IN LATIN AMERICA. MCDAVID 
IS CONSIDERED TO BE ONE OF THE YOUNG RADICALS WITHIN THE 
PNC. HE HAS A REPUTATION OF BEING ANTI-AMERICAN AND 
REPORTEDLY ATTEMPTED TO ORGANIZE HARASSMENT OF US EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL FOLLOWING THE OCTOBER 6, 1976 CRASH OF A 
CUBANA AIRLINER. HOWEVER, IN RECENT MONTHS HE HAS BEEN 
QUITE CORDIAL DURING SOCIAL ENCOUNTERS WITH EMBOFFS. 
MCDAVID'S PENCHANT FOR HARD WORK AND AS AN "IDEA MAN" 
REPORTEDLY HAVE IMPRESSED BURNHAM. THE EMBASSY REGARDS 
HIM MORE AS AN OPPORTUNIST THAN AN IDEOLOGUE OF THE LEFT. 

HE IS DIVORCED FROM DAWN FORDE. IN 1975 HE WAS MARRIED 
TO TESSA CAMILLO MOORE, A NIECE OF PRIME MINISTER 
BURNHAM. 

4. SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER CECIL PILGRIM WILL 

BE THE NUMBER TWO MAN IN THE GUYANESE MISSION TO MOSCOW. 
PILGRIM HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN JAMAICA AND THE PRC. 

HE WILL HEAD AN ADVANCE PARTY THAT IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART 
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FOR MOSCOW ON MARCH 12. 

BLACKEN 
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